
 

Put Prayer Back in Our Public Schools 

 

A grassroots movement began last year in Darlington County called, "PUT PRAYER BACK IN OUR PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS".  We are looking to take this effort state-wide, and eventually to a national level.  The effort has 

been picking up momentum since it's inception in 2014.  We had a few rallies last year, with the last one having 

over 500 people in attendance.  Our most recent local rally in Lamar, SC, brought in another 250 to 300 

supporters.  We have amassed a petition with over 21,000 signatures thus far, of South Carolinians in support of 

this movement.  We have endorsements and involvement from Senator Tim Scott, Senator Gerald Malloy and 

Senator Kent Williams.  We have met and are working with SC representatives Bill Chumley, Robert Williams, 

Richie Yow and Mike Burns to begin to draw up a bill regarding this issue to introduce to both the House and 

Senate.  We are in great expectation of others lending their endorsements and support, including new S.C. 

Speaker, Jay Lucas.   

We also have a number of denominational and non-denominational leaders and pastors coming on board with 

the PPB Initiative.  Bishop Greg Amos has voiced his support and we are asking pastors and ministers in the 

SCIPHC to join us in this effort.  This is a non/inter-denominational, bi-partisan effort.  Everyone knows the 

condition of the public school system, in general, since prayer and the Bible were removed from the classroom.  

We believe this can be a part of ushering in the national revival that is so desperately needed in our nation.  

We want to be clear about the motivation of this movement.  It is not a movement to get government or the 

public schools to enforce or endorse prayer of any kind.  It is not about “school-sponsored” prayer.   

It is a movement to get the public school system to recognize every person's Constitutional First Amendment 

right to freedom of speech and free exercise of religion.  We believe that it is every U.S. citizen's right, 

regardless if they are a teacher, faculty member, or school board member to be able to pray if they so desire 

without fear of reprisal, regardless of what piece of U.S. ground they are standing on.  We are not asking for 

special privileges, we are just demanding that our original, constitutional rights be restored.  As it stands right 

now, teachers in the public school system are forbidden to pray or take part in prayer at any time on school 

property or during school events.  This is un-constitutional and illegal and must be changed. 

The representatives that we have spoken to so far, have stated that the key to getting a bill passed into 

legislation regarding this, is to have pastors and churches at the grassroots level, to get involved not only by 

writing and speaking to our legislators, but to make every effort to go to the Statehouse and be there physically 

supporting the introduction of these bills.  Sadly, we have been told by our reps that when there is no one to 

show up and support and even speak regarding these issues, they get immediately shot down.  Even sadder still, 

is the fact that they are telling us that they cannot get pastors and churches to show any kind of support.  Pastors 

and leaders, for the sake of our children, grandchildren and this nation, we must do more than just talk and 

complain about the situation, we must engage the culture and become proactive in the matter of Godly 

righteousness and Biblical principles! 

In one of our meetings with Rep. Williams, I was told by a person from a different denomination that they know 

they can count on Pentecostals to get involved and probably be more passionate in leading the charge on this 

issue.  I pray that person is right!  It is time for the SCIPHC, and the rest of the Church, to step up to the plate, 

stand up and be counted, as we let our voices be heard for the glory of God!   

Ladies and gentlemen, make no mistake about it.  We are fighting a war, but we are fighting a winnable war!  

"Greater is He who is in us than he who is in the world"!  And, "If God is for us, who can be against us"? 



We are asking pastors to get involved and encourage their people to get involved, by supporting in any way you 

possibly can.  

There will be a state rally on the capitol steps in Columbia on Saturday, April 25th, 2015, beginning at 11:00 

a.m.  Some pastors and state officials are already committed to being speakers on the program for this event, 

and we are awaiting confirmation from several others. 

 

We are holding rallies around the state leading up to the rally in Columbia.  Pastors, if you would open the 

doors to your church, or provide another venue, we would like to come and host a rally to help generate more 

support. 

If you would be willing to help and get involved you can go to www.putprayerback.org to see our mission, 

vision and values statement.  The website is new and still in progress, but you can get an idea as to what this 

movement is about.  Click on the "Home" page or "About Us" page on the site. 

You can also go to the FB page at www.facebook.com/putprayerbacksc  

Please feel free to contact Pastor Michael Parnell, B.Th., Chairman of the PPB Initiative at: 843-250-6172 or 

email him at: michaelparnell@putprayerback.org or CallToLifeFWC@gmail.com . 

Thank you for your consideration in supporting this effort and for everything that you do in endeavoring to 

advance His Kingdom! 
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